
Ham Radio use in restricted communities: 

I currently live in a restricted community where NO antennas of any kind are allowed, even though 

DirecTV and DISH network antennas are present on several homes. 

Here on the Gulf Coast there is a need for emergency communications especially during Hurricane 

season. When Katrina and Rita passed through this area, power distribution systems were down for 

several days on end. Cell phone towers did not work, digital phone systems from Comcast did not work 

because their networks were down. The only people that could communicate were ones with 

conventional phone systems and old style rotary or push-button phones pluged into wall outlets. 

Wireless devices were shut down. 

Ham operators typically prepare for emergency use with battery systems. This way communications 

with local law enforcement and other public service groups is possible via VHF and UHF bands.  

Home owner restrictions banning antennas for HF, VHF and UHF should be rescinded or at least relaxed 

for emergency operators. 


